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This Just Sayin’, 
ironically, is about the 
day I said nothing at all. 
On Sept. 29, I took a day 
of silence. For me, that 
was a huge feat, because 
(as anyone who has ever 
encountered me knows) 
I talk a lot. In fact, after 
sitting through one of 
my classes without inserting one remark, my 
professor said it was “surreal” to not hear my 
voice for an entire class period. No one thought 
I could do it, but I succeeded, though not with-
out great difficulty.
The worst part about doing this was those 
people who just love to misinterpret you on 
purpose. For example, I tried to hand-motion 
to my friend Daniel Paulsen that I was full by 
rubbing my stomach when he asked if I wanted 
any food. Clearly he knew what I meant, but in-
stead he shouted out, “You’re pregnant?” This 
is how Cedarville rumors get started. Luckily, I 
didn’t have to speak to punch him in the arm.
Then there are those people who really 
don’t mean to misinterpret you but are just 
terrible at charades. That, or I am awful at try-
ing to explain myself without words. My poor 
friend Michelle Strickland had to sit through 
an entire dinner with me. I tried to say six-and-
a-half by putting up six fingers and bending 
another in half and, for whatever reason, Mi-
chelle thought that meant butterfly. I also at-
tempted to tell her that I felt like a giant while 
eating broccoli because it’s like eating whole 
trees …  that was not the easiest to act out. 
The experience made me learn a lot more 
about myself than just the fact that I fail at 
hand-signal communication. I learned that 
some pretty amazing things could happen 
once I shut my mouth. I got to listen to ev-
eryone else’s comments in class instead of me 
constantly blathering on as if I am the only one 
with something valuable to say … or purposely 
trying to get my profs off on a rabbit trail. I was 
able to fully listen to my friends tell me about 
their day without worrying about what I was 
going to say next. 
I also learned how completely meaning-
less most of what I say is. I typically just blurt 
out whatever I’m thinking, which can at times 
be hilarious, but totally unnecessary. While si-
lent, my normal comments would run through 
my head and then I’d think, “Would it really 
be a good idea to say that?” Usually, I have no 
time to think such things. I just word-vomit 
without a second thought. Now, after my day 
of silence, I actually pause and think before I 
speak (usually). One exception was when I got 
my cartilage pierced; when the worker punc-
tured my ear I shrieked “mother of pearl!” in 
the middle of Claire’s with several tweenaged 
onlookers, but the pain clearly overtook my 
thought process. And that phrase was a lot bet-
ter than some other words that came to mind.
At the end of the day, I learned the reason 
for the phrase “God gave you two ears and only 
one mouth for a reason.” One, because you 
would look ridiculous with two mouths. But 
more importantly, you can grow immensely 
when you stop “just sayin’” and start “just lis-
tenin.’”
Silence of the Perpetual Talker
Watch for a new issue of Cedars 
every month.
Newstands are located on the 
upper and lower levels of the SSC.
More news is online at ReadCedars.com 
Contact us at 
cedars@cedarville.edu
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James Phipps, mayor of Ce-darville since 1996, has an-nounced plans to retire from 
that position in January. Phipps 
has spent most of his life in Cedar-
ville and first moved here in 1964 to 
study at Cedarville College. Imme-
diately after graduating in 1968, he 
began teaching in the communica-
tions department. Before becom-
ing mayor, he served on the village 
council for 14 years.
As mayor, Phipps’ responsibili-
ties included overseeing the police 
department and city maintenance 
department, running village council 
meetings and attending ceremonial 
events. He has also worked on many 
grant applications, and the village 
has obtained over $8.6 million in 
grants during his time in office. 
Those funds were used for roads — 
all four major bridges in town were 
replaced — as well as upgrading the 
community park and building the 
library.
Phipps has enjoyed his tenure 
as mayor, he said, and will miss 
working closely with village council.
“We’ve had really good people 
on the village council throughout, 
and it [is] a team effort,” he said. 
“My job was to lead, find resources and facili-
tate the ideas that came from the council and 
other people.”
Phipps said he foresees more business 
development in Cedarville’s future, noting the 
success of Subway, Stoney Creek Roasters and 
Beans-N-Cream as well as 
the soon-to-open Chinese 
restaurant.
When Phipps retires 
in January, village council 
member Bob Fudge is ex-
pected to be his replace-
ment. Fudge, a retired 
Air Force aircraft main-
tenance officer, moved to 
Cedarville with his family 
in 2006 after working for 
a contractor near Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Dayton.
Fudge first got involved in village politics 
in 2007, when he was elected to the village 
council. He has enjoyed participating in the re-
vived planning committee, a group that helps 
cast vision for where the village of Cedarville 
will be going.
“I love serving the community,” Fudge 
said, “and I’ve always been interested in gov-
ernment and politics.”
If Fudge wins election and takes office in 
January, he has several specific goals. He plans 
on using the upcoming 125th anniversary cel-
ebration of Cedar-
ville Opera House as 




darville. Long term, 
he said he hopes to 
attract more shops 
and businesses to 
Cedarville, possibly 
through the con-
struction of a scenic 
walk along Massie 
Creek downtown. 
The walkway would 
be modeled on San 
Antonio’s River Walk 
and would provide 
more attractions for 
pedestrian traffic in 
the village.
Fudge said he 
also hopes to work 
with the Greene 
County Parks Commission to add a spur off 
of the downtown Prairie Grass bike trail that 
would connect the Indian Mounds Preserve 
and Cedarville University to the main Ohio-
to-Erie statewide trail 
network.
Phipps plans on 
working with Fudge 
to help ease the tran-
sition of power and 
will remain involved 
in some projects he 
has worked on as 
mayor. He has five 
grandchildren and 
said he hopes that 
by stepping down as 
mayor he will be able 
to spend more time 
with them. He will 
continue teaching 
full-time at the uni-
versity.
“I’ve enjoyed 
working for the peo-
ple of Cedarville, and 
I will continue to be 
available to help them 
in the future,” he said.
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com4
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Mayor Phipps to Step Down After 15 Years
Cedarville mayor to continue teaching at University; Bob Fudge ready to step up
Photo by Stephen Port
One of James Phipp’s most influential projects as mayor was to build this library for the town.
Bob Fudge
“We’ve had really good 
people on the village 
council throughout, 
and it [is] a team effort. 
My job was to lead, 
find resources and 
facilitate the ideas that 
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CAMPUS NEWS
Conference to Focus on Helping Sojourners
 by Courtney Raymond
A Critical Concern Series event on immi-gration last year laid the foundation for the upcoming G92 Immigration Confer-
ence that Cedarville will host on Oct. 20-22.
Matthew Soerens and Jenny Hwang-
Yang, co-authors of the book “Welcoming the 
Stranger: Justice, Compassion, and Truth in 
the Immigration Debate,” gave a presenta-
tion in March 2011 that prompted a spontane-
ous prayer time of about 20 students on the 
floor of the chapel. After praying, the students 
brainstormed about how Christians are called 
to respond to the issue of immigration. This 
resulted in the advent of “G92: Equipping the 
Next Generation for an Effective Biblical Re-
sponse to Immigration.”
“It’s a student-initiated event designed 
to energize a generation of students to look at 
immigration as a moral issue,” said Carl Ruby, 
vice president of Student Life.
Ruby said the conference is “designed spe-
cifically for college students, church leaders, 
pastors and lay people who have an interest in 
serving and caring for the needs of both legal 
immigrants and the 12 million undocumented 
workers who live around us.”
The name “G92” refers to the 92 times the 
Hebrew word “ger” appears in the Bible. “Ger” 
translates as alien, stranger or sojourner, ref-
erencing those who have come from another 
land. The Bible tells believers 92 times how 
to relate to the strangers in the land and how 
God loves and watches over them, Ruby said. 
The conference aims to address how Christians 
should respond to the immigration debate, 
taking into consideration what is both biblical 
and just.
“Christians have a responsibility to try 
to change laws that are not good laws,” Ruby 
said. He explained that immigrants from Mex-
ico have a clear economic incentive to come to 
America. Our economy depends on migrant 
workers, he said, and a huge number of those 
workers are not documented.
“Our laws and economic realities don’t 
line up,” he said.
G92 tries to answer the question of how 
Christians encourage change while still up-
holding a biblical worldview and respecting 
the rule of law. This is a key focus of G92, 
drawing on the document “An Evangelical Call 
for Bipartisan Immigration Reform,” which is 
the baseline for Cedarville’s approach to immi-
gration, Ruby said. The document highlights 
respect toward each person’s God-given dig-
nity, protection of the immediate family, guar-
antees of secure national borders, fairness to 
taxpayers and establishment of a path toward 
legal citizenship.
The conference will approach immigra-
tion “in a way that will bring a wide range of 
evangelicals together,” Ruby said.
Freshman nursing student Hannah 
Hughes said she wants to know more about the 
topic from this biblical viewpoint.
“Personally, I am excited for the immi-
gration conference,” Hughes said. “American 
politics give us such a negative view of immi-
gration and immigrants, and I’m looking for-
ward to hearing about this issue from a biblical 
standpoint.”  
The goal of G92, Ruby said, is to engage 
attendees in a conversation about immigration 
that honors Jesus Christ and the Word of God. 
The conference intends to keep Christ and his 
word at the center of the conversation, tran-
scending party lines.  
Each college or university that is part of 
the Council for Christian Colleges and Uni-
versities has been invited to send a team of 
students and faculty to the conference. G92 is 
focusing on providing a rich educational expe-
rience to the teams attending the conference 
and to Cedarville students. The conference 
aims to expose students to this real-life issue 
and equip them to return to their campuses 
to begin a ministry or organization devoted to 
immigration advocacy, Ruby said. The confer-
ence will include presentations from leaders in 
immigration reform and workshops.
Those part of the Cedarville family are 
encouraged to attend this event also. Registra-
tion is available on Cedarville’s web site and is 
free to all students, faculty and staff.  Attend-
ees may also purchase a conference T-shirt at 
the time of registration.
Keynote speakers and other invited guests 
include Carlos Campo, Jim Wallace and Shane 
Claiborne. Soerens and Jenny Hwang-Yang 
will also host a panel, entitled “Where Do We 
Go From Here?” A full list of guests and en-
dorsers, plus registration information, can be 
found online.
The G92 Conference is designed to help students engage the issue of immigration.
passionate about  
your generation?
want to make a difference?
write with us  |                  .com
NEW from thrive80 books:
A Spiritual Formation Movement
write. read. discuss. thrive.
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Good Morning, Florida
Joy McBride has found a home and a place to serve on WAY-FM
by Bekah Cvetich
Joy McBride was sure that getting into her 
car would result in death. There was a creature 
inside, and she would not drive home from 
work unless it left.
“There was a massive spider in my car,” 
McBride said. “It crawled into my dashboard 
and I was like … I’m not driving that, it’s going 
to come out when I’m driving and I’ll crash. I 
would drive off a cliff.”
McBride is the morning show host for 
WAY-FM, a Christian radio station in Fort 
Myers, Fla., and she told her listeners the next 
morning about her encounter with the arach-
nid and her refusal to drive home because of it. 
She had no idea that her plea would motivate a 
listener to call pest control and have them fu-
migate her car while she was at work. McBride 
said the kindness of strangers is just one perk 
to this job she got because of her Cedarville 
University education and experience.
McBride graduated from Cedarville last 
year. As a student, she worked as a disc jockey 
and a show host for Resound Radio.
“It was the only hands-on experience that 
I got doing what I want to do now and what I 
am currently doing,” she said. “It was a huge 
help because I could have never walked onto a 
radio morning show had I not had that as my 
basis and my background.”
McBride said the Cedarville faculty played 
a vital role in her education and in her fledgling 
career. James Leightenheimer, the Resound 
Radio faculty adviser, greatly contributed to 
her success.
“Mr. Leightenheimer was the key star in 
my story because without him, I know none 
of this would’ve been possible,” she said. “He 
took me under his wing in the midst of it all 
and he helped me hone my skills.” 
Leightenheimer said McBride was always 
a hard-working student who thought deep-
ly, asked questions and stayed academically 
sound. He said she was “a blessing to have in 
class” and that was how he knew he wanted to 
take her to WCDR, the radio station he worked 
at in the afternoons, to be his co-host.
“It was obvious from working with Joy in 
classes and from seeing and hearing her work 
at Resound that having her with me at CDR 
would be a good step toward getting her em-
ployed after graduation,” he said. “It was so 
apparent … it doesn’t take rocket science to 
recognize those gifts she has in terms of heart 
and communication skill, youth, excitement 
… that she would fit in very well in a morning 
show environment. It was a perfect fit.”
After that, Leightenheimer took McBride 
to a radio conference in Florida and introduced 
her to Jeff Taylor, McBride’s current boss. 
Leightenheimer had sent other Cedarville stu-
dents to work with him, and many Cedarville 
students have gone to some of the other 18 full-
power stations WAY-FM operates. McBride 
said Taylor accepted her for an internship on 
the spot then hired her halfway through the in-
ternship to be a morning show host. 
“Somehow I was the right fit,” McBride 
said. “God had obviously paved the way. I’ve 
always wanted to go and do on air stuff and 
people said, ‘Wait 10 years and you’ll be able 
to … first you have to pay your dues.’ The odds 
were so ridiculous that it was obvious that God 
was like, ‘This is what I have prepared for you.’ 
I was so blown away and so blessed that I was 
willing to move all the way to Florida — away 
from everyone I knew and everything I knew 
to pursue it.”
Now that she has worked at WAY-FM for 
eight months, McBride said it was worth it 
because of the ministry she has there. Their 
motto is “We like to do life together with our 
listeners.” That means they experience both 
the up and downs of the Christian walk with 
their audience, McBride said.
“We’re not the simple bubble-gum posi-
tive encouraging station,” McBride said, “and 
I really like that because we are Christians and 
we do a Christian show, but the fact of the mat-
ter is that Christian life is not always easy. It’s 
not always encouraging, and sometimes in life 
we don’t always have the right answers. We 
don’t want to come off as people who act like 
they do. So we are very honest about struggles 
and real life.”
McBride said that being open about per-
sonal troubles was difficult at first, especially 
since much of Christian culture teaches believ-
ers to “put on a mask” and always act like ev-
erything is OK. 
“They told me to take off my mask,” Mc-
Bride said. “It’s hard because I don’t know 
Photo courtesy of Joy McBride
Joy McBride looks at her own cardboard cutout at an event. She is the co-host of the morning show 
at WAY-FM in Fort Myers, Fla. She gained experience for her job as a DJ for Resound Radio.
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these people, but in all reality they listen to 
their friend Joy every morning. They know me 
but I don’t know them. So I’ve learned to be 
vulnerable with struggles. When you do that, it 
opens the door for listeners to be able to call in 
and share things.”
The calls she receives while on the air are 
the favorite part of her job, she said. People 
called in and related to her when she first told 
her listeners that she was struggling with fear 
in a new town and was trying to surrender it to 
God. McBride said the station has gotten sev-
eral calls from people who said that God used 
what she and her co-host — who is also her 
boss — said in their show.
During one show, McBride and Jeff Tay-
lor, her boss, talked about Taylor’s mildly au-
tistic son and the struggles and joys he has ex-
perienced in raising him. She said a lady called 
in and called them by name crying and talked 
about how blessed she was to experience her 
son every day and see the “special parts of his 
life.”
One day, McBride said a woman called in 
after they played a song and said, “That song is 
what made me realize God still loved me today 
and I wasn’t so sure when I woke up.” Being 
available to people every day on the radio gives 
God an enormous opportunity to minister to 
others, she said.
“I think the most amazing calls are when 
complete strangers call us up like they know us 
and they share life with us,” McBride said. “I’m 
amazed that when you’re vulnerable, they will 
give right back. It’s been exciting to take the 
mask off and watch how other people feel that 
they can do the same thing with you.”
But McBride said she quickly realized that 
not all listeners are so kind. 
“You’re not only opening up your life to be 
there for people,” she said, “You’re also open-
ing yourself up to criticism.”
McBride said listeners have called in to 
judge her grammar, critique her opinions, her 
voice and even her laugh. She said she has had 
to learn how to get “tough skin” and take the 
good with the bad. She takes criticism as a way 
to check herself to see if perhaps she did say 
something that came off rude or could have 
been stated better. No matter if the listeners 
provide any good comments or not, McBride 
said she always thanks them for their input 
and for listening and tells them WAY-FM ap-
preciates them. 
“I learn how to love those people even 
though they are super mean,” she said. “I know 
I am doing God’s will and I’m where he wants 
me to be, so I try to view myself the way that 
God views me.” 
Her coworkers have helped support her 
amid the criticism too, McBride said. She 
works with a staff of four other people who, she 
said, share the same goals of focusing on the 
listeners and serving the public to present the 
message of Christ. They all eat lunch together 
every day, she said, and they all have a goal 
to make sure that if a coworker falls behind 
in work, someone else will have that person’s 
back.
“It’s like a family atmosphere, which I 
didn’t expect,” McBride said.
Along with being the morning show host, 
McBride is also WAY-FM’s community impact 
director.
“We have the avenue to talk to 50,000 
people every morning,” McBride said, “and 
other people doing amazing things don’t have a 
mouthpiece to get it out there. So we find orga-
nizations and things people should know about 
and sometimes we can partner with them.”
Recently, she encouraged people to vol-
unteer for Habitat for Humanity, emceed for a 
Breast Cancer Awareness walk, and drove the 
“WAY-FM mobile” to a race for life where she 
played music and met people. 
WAY-FM is sponsoring a Skillet concert 
Oct. 16 and McBride asked her listeners to 
bring teen clothes to donate to an organization 
that provides the needy with clothes.
“As we put on fun events, we encourage 
people to serve with us in the community and 
make a difference,” McBride said.
She said she urges her listeners to discov-
er their passions and find ways to use them in 
the community. Her passion, she said, is min-
istering to teen girls so she started leading a 
small group for college girls. 
Leightenheimer said he sees McBride 
making a difference in the lives of young wom-
en because he frequently listens to McBride’s 
show and keeps up with her social media.
“She meets a lot of people and through her 
Facebook, her Twitter, she has an opportunity 
to model what a young woman’s life with God 
at the center can be like,” Leightenheimer said. 
“So I think she can model that to the young 
women listening and I think a lot of people are 
being influenced by that already.”
Cedarville provided McBride with not 
only educational tools but spiritual tools for 
her current occupation, she said.
“Cedarville gave me this foundation. I 
know my faith, I know who I am, and I grew 
while I was there to be a people person and to 
learn to care about those around me.”
Through her ministry working for WAY-
FM, McBride said God has stretched and 
grown her in ways she never thought possible.
“My boss has talked about how he’s seen 
me change and I’m on my own faith journey,” 
McBride said. “At Cedarville you have that 
support group and before that you have your 
family, but when you branch out on your own 
with a job where you’re supposed to be an ex-
ample in the Christian community, your faith 
has to become your own. It’s been cool to walk 
through that.”
Regardless of her experiences with the ra-
dio station, McBride said she always remem-
bers her faith in the Lord to help her through.
“When times get hard and it’s like, ‘Man I 
miss my family, I don’t have anyone I’ve known 
in this town for more than a couple months,’ I 
remember I am so blessed to have been given 
this job and that God made it clear that this 
is where I am supposed to be right now.”
n Live and die by internships — get 
as many as possible.
n Open up your horizons; make 
yourself as diverse as possible.
n Become friends with professors.
n Ask your professors what you 
can do and where there are job 
and internship openings.
n Take advantage of Cedarville’s 
network of alumni.
n Consistently show interest and 
work hard in all your professors’ 
classes — then they will be more 
apt to help you.
n Don’t wait until your last 
semester to ask your professors if 
they know of  any opportunities. 
n If you are pursuing media, take 
random courses about  anything in 
media; they are all converging.
Joy McBride’s keys to 
post-college success
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Review: Local Music Showcase CedarFolk
by Becca Powlus
Dim lights, creaky wooden floors and old-school theatre seats. A stage lit-tered from left to right with acoustic 
guitars, black cases, snaking wires, and mi-
crophones standing silently and proudly. A 
trickle of people filter in through the large 
wooden doors. Light chatter fills the room as 
a man makes his way to center stage. The man 
is Tony Pergram, “The Barber of the Ville,” and 
the host of this Saturday-evening music event 
called “CedarFolk.”
On Sept. 24, the Cedarville Opera House 
hosted CedarFolk, a showcase for local acous-
tic and folk artists. Six high school and college-
aged musicians each performed a set of songs 
emphasizing their unique style. For the cost of 
$5, the audience was afforded a view of what 
the area has to offer. 
The evening’s first performer was Ben El-
liott, a sophomore communications major at 
Cedarville University. Guitar, mandolin and 
vocals were his instrumentation. Accompany-
ing Elliot with her harmonic vocals was Joellyn 
Smith, a junior at Cedarville. The pair started 
off the evening with a song called “Lost in My 
Mind” by The Head and the Heart, 
and executed it with a harmony that 
was spot-on and smile-inducing.
Elliott performed one of his 
original songs, titled “Wrong,” as 
well as a song by Damien Jurado 
called “Everything Trying.” Another 
Cedarville University sophomore, 
Alex DeLange, accompanied Elliott 
during a few songs of his set. Elliott 
and DeLange play together in their 
“acoustic indiefolk” band Lonely 
Mountain, and the two performed 
some of the band’s songs during 
the concert. The set’s combination 
of mandolin, guitar and harmonica 
was nothing less than a foot-tapping 
good time.
Next on stage was 16-year-old 
Jonathan Zavodney, a young man 
with a distinctive voice and a great 
talent. His set included songs such 
as the hit “How Sweet It Is (To Be 
Loved by You)” by James Taylor, 
“Banana Pancakes” by Jack John-
son, “Rhythm of Love” by the Plain 
White T’s and “Beautiful Things” by 
Gungor. Zavodney played guitar and 
sang with an impressive vocal range. 
He was joined by his friend, Blake 
Ahlgrim, who is also 16 and played 
guitar. These two high school boys 
performed with a maturity beyond 
their years, even pausing to note 
that “the glory of God” is the main 
reason behind their performance.
Zane Pergram, a high school 
Photo by Christi Peterson
Blake Ahlgrim (left) and Jonathan Zavodney (right) say they perform for God’s glory.
freshman from Yellow Springs and son of 
Tony the Barber, performed next. His song 
choice and performance style were quite dif-
ferent from the rest of the musicians. Pergram 
did acoustic covers of songs like All Time Low’s 
“Dear Maria, Count Me In” and “Remember-
ing Sunday”; “Check Yes Juliet” and “Secret 
Valentine” by We the Kings; and “Tickle Me 
Pink” by Johnny Flynn. Pergram’s vocals were 
powerful and his performance was one of pas-
sion.
The last performer of the evening was 
19-year-old Alex DeLange, who clearly dis-
played his proficiency with the guitar, har-
monica, and his own exceptional voice. His 
performance was simultaneously calm and en-
thralling. DeLange’s song set included “Angel 
from Montgomery” by John Prine, “So Dog-
gone Lonesome” by Johnny Cash, “If I Were 
a Carpenter” by Tim Hardin/Bobby Darin/
Johnny Cash, and a song or two by his band 
Lonely Mountain. His performance gently and 
inconspicuously commanded attention from 
the audience in a way that might lead one to 
say, “I just couldn’t help but listen.” 
After six great sets of music, the audience 
had the privilege of hearing all the artists join 
their host, Tony, on stage for one final song. 
The words “Oh me oh my oh, look at Miss 
Ohio” rang throughout the opera house as four 
guitars, a piano, a mandolin, a harmonica, and 
seven smiling musicians from this great state 
sang and played along. 
Two hours, free popcorn, and a number 
of excellent performances all for the price of a 
mocha frappe from Starbucks was certainly a 
great way to spend a Saturday evening.
Photo by Christi Peterson
Zane Pergram played acoustic covers at CedarFolk.
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com 9
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Movie Review: ‘The Help’
Dynamic Film Rich With Fervor and Wit
by Tina Neely
A beautiful film that packed the power to touch hearts and lives, “The Help” was both witty and gripping. The story 
centers on the town of Jackson, Miss., during 
the civil rights movement, exploring the treat-
ment of African American maids who worked 
for white families. Humanizing the theme are 
Aibileen (Viola Davis) and Minny (Octavia 
Spencer), two women with their own distinct 
personality and helping of hardships.
Introducing the audience to the plot is 
Skeeter (Emma Stone), a young white woman 
and recent college graduate returning to her 
hometown because of her mother’s illness. An 
aspiring writer, she gets a job at a local news-
paper writing cleaning columns, but dreams of 
a position in New York. With hopes of securing 
a big-city job, she casts about for a meaningful 
story that will impress the New York newspa-
per.
Having spent time in school up north, 
Skeeter sees the treatment of southern maids 
through different eyes than her old friends and 
family. Unable to stomach the injustice of in-
equality, she offers to anonymously document 
these maids’ stories, beginning with Aibileen 
and Minny, who keep house for two of her 
friends.
Though reluctant at first, Aibileen and 
Minny finally find reason to trust Skeeter. They 
meet in secret and spend hours recounting the 
good and bad things they experienced while 
working for white families. They share it all – 
everything from the horrible treatment by Hilly 
Holbrook (Bryce D. Howard) to the sweetness 
of Celia Foote (Jessica Chastain). The film also 
emphasizes the treatment of children during 
these sessions as Skeeter is reminded of 
her own childhood maid who raised her 
in place of her busy parents.
As civil rights violence and drama in 
their personal lives increases, other maids 
soon give their accounts. But a single ten-
sion weighs heavily on the maids and also 
the audience: once this mysterious, con-
troversial book is released, what will hap-
pen to the quiet town of Jackson?
Well written and directed, “The Help” 
had no discernable flaws. The film was 
heartfelt not only because of the highly 
affecting plot but also because of the pal-
pable sincerity of the actors. Even those 
who aren’t huge Emma Stone fans will en-
joy rooting for her character, and Minny’s 
dialogue kept the audience laughing from 
beginning to end.
This film was not only entertaining, 
but it delivered a solid message. Having 
been born after the civil rights movement, 
we often forget what our parents and old-
er friends experienced not too long ago. 
“The Help” is a good reminder of our past 
and our future, reminding us that we can 
change the world if we’re willing to take 
the risk. That’s a particularly pertinent 
message for Christians, who are called to 
be world-changers in whatever capacity 
they serve.
As inspiring as it was charming, “The 
Help” comes highly recommended for both 
film connoisseurs and the general audience. 
Bring tissues.
Restaurant Review: El Rancho Grande
Mexican Venue Provides Tasty Cuisine for Students 
by Jenni Klingsmith
Nestled on the perimeter of Wright State University, El Rancho Grande is a pop-ular restaurant with college students 
and customers at Fairfield Commons, and jus-
tifiably so. With a combination of festive atmo-
sphere, excellent service and mouth-watering 
food, each visit is guaranteed to be enjoyable 
and unique. 
Walking into the lobby, the customer is 
greeted by a profusion of Mexican culture 
adorning the walls, which are decorated with 
pictures and the national colors of red, green 
and white. After promptly seating each cus-
tomer, attentive servers will immediately bring 
chips and salsa to snack on while contemplat-
ing the menu. Lapses in conversation allow for 
the opportunity to look at the walls and ceiling 
to appreciate the finely painted murals depict-
ing rural life that is common to many in Mex-
ico. Servers emerge from the kitchen carrying 
numerous, deftly balanced plates on a single 
arm, skillfully and gracefully distributing each 
to its owner. Plates are served piping hot and 
piled generously with rice, beans and guaca-
mole that will stuff the stomach to maximum 
capacity. 
The menu displays a large array of dishes 
to choose from, and this restaurant certainly 
offers something for everyone. Ranging from 
seafood and hamburgers to burritos and en-
chiladas, each is delicately prepared, so pick-
ing just one may prove challenging. Their steak 
fajitas capture the attention of almost every 
customer in the restaurant when the server 
brings them out from the kitchen and deliv-
ers the sizzling dish to its owner. The lingering 
aroma alone is enough to prove it’s a worthy 
choice. But the best item on the menu hands 
down is the chimichangas. Deep fried, stuffed 
with chicken and an assortment of vegetables 
mixed with cheeses, this dish is truly mouth-
watering. Though chimichangas are a staple 
of almost any Mexican restaurant, El Rancho 
Grande’s are particularly delicious. But really, 
it’s the restaurant itself that makes each expe-
rience special.
A visit to El Rancho Grande provides not 
only a satisfied stomach, but a contented wallet 
as well. Meals, including soda, average around 
$13 each. At that price, it’s a good choice for 
taking a fairly important member of the op-
posite sex out to charm. One parting word of 
advice: when planning a visit to El Rancho 
Grande, avoid Thursdays – these are ladies’ 
nights. 
Photo courtesy of cinemablend.com
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Review: ‘And Then There Were None’
by Rose Havard
Beginning Sept. 29, people flooded into the darkened interior of the DeVries Theater, were ushered to 
their seats and flipped open their programs. 
There they found a child’s nursery rhyme, 
simple in form but deadly in consequence. 
Within those twenty lines lies the basic plot 
of the play. Yet audience members were 
left guessing which of the eleven cast mem-
bers could have ‘dun nit’ right up until the 
shocking revelation in the very last scene. 
As a murder mystery, “And Then 
There Were None” exudes suspense, breeds 
suspicion, and eliminates suspects one by 
one. The play, a typical Agatha Christie 
stumper, wears a dull face at the onset 
but drives hard on a harrowing road to its 
deadly conclusion. 
On a remote island, ten English men 
and women gather at the invitation of a 
mysterious host none of them seem to 
know. Not long after they arrive, a mes-
sage via an extremely fuzzy record player 
accuses each person of murder. Although 
shaken, the guests mostly ignore this mes-
sage at first. But their guilt is shoved to the 
forefront as guests begin dropping off one 
by one. With each new victim, tension and 
intrigue build, wrenching confessions from 
the most reserved and questioning the in-
nocence of all. 
The play’s beginning, though interest-
ing enough, drags with introductory mate-
rial and lack of action. Momentum is lost 
here and there, and the crucial message 
from the record player is barely discernable 
to the audience. Despite these infrequent 
pitfalls, the play quickly picks up speed, 
building to a deliciously nail-biting climax.
The impressive set, though stationary 
through all three acts, becomes almost a 
character itself. Reminiscent of an Art Deco 
attempt to be modern and futuristic, the 
set is appropriately strange yet appealing. 
Audience members will want to keep their 
eyes on the most important element of the 
set, the ten toy soldiers on the mantelpiece 
(a word to the wise - count them often).
The university’s cast pushes this play 
to the cliff’s edge, provoking at different 
times laughter, tears, disgust or revulsion. 
Humor, dark or otherwise, is surprisingly 
abundant. While several characters are in-
herently funny, pure amazement invokes 
nervous laughter during serious moments. 
The actors ably avoid providing overdoses 
of comic relief, though.
Spiraling steadily to disaster, the un-
folding mystery shatters many expectations 
and careful guesses. Expect the story to 
twist, shock, and disturb as this disturbing 
nursery rhyme is played out in murderous 
imagination on stage. 
Photos by Stephen Port
Cedarville students preform Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were None.”
Sophomore Ben Lennox examines one of 10 little soldier statues, representing the poem central to the 
story.
Juniors Anna Zavodney and Josiah Smith act in “And Then There Were None.”
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Obama’s Health Care is Challenged in Courts
by Mary Miller
Both President Barack Obama and a group of those who disapprove of his health care bill asked the Supreme 
Court on Sept. 28 to decide whether it is con-
stitutional. If the court decides to hear the case 
in its next term, it should make a decision by 
July.
This comes after the bill, called the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, had been 
challenged by a variety of courts. On Sept. 13, a 
district court in Pennsylvania declared the bill, 
also known as the Affordable Care Act, to be 
unconstitutional.
This bill includes major changes to Medi-
care and Medicaid, stricter regulations on 
insurances and new taxes on medical device 
manufacturers and the pharmaceutical indus-
try. Many of these changes will be implement-
ed gradually until 2018.
One aspect of the bill that most directly 
affects Cedarville students and others their 
age went into effect Sept. 23, 2010. The bill 
states that dependents, or children, are al-
lowed to stay on their parent’s insurance until 
their 26th birthday. This includes those who 
are no longer students and those who are 
married.
The main legal issue regarding the Af-
fordable Care Act is its constitutionality. There 
have been over 30 cases filed against the Af-
fordable Care Act so far, with 28 states listed 
as plaintiffs. The cases have involved a wide 
spectrum of the U.S. Constitution, including 
articles one, two and four, and seven of the 
27 amendments. Most of these lawsuits argue 
that the Affordable Care Act violates the Com-
merce Clause by the part of the bill referred to 
as the “individual mandate.”
The individual mandate is the part of the 
bill that requires individuals to have health 
insurance that meets minimum coverage con-
ditions set by the federal government. Those 
who fail to have qualifying insurance will have 
to pay a monthly penalty tax. This tax adds up 
to approximately $695 or 2.5 percent of that 
individual’s adjusted gross income.
“The reason why the individual mandate 
is so controversial is that the government is ac-
tually requiring you to buy a good or a service,” 
Professor of Political Science Jewerl Maxwell 
said. “Historically, this has never been done 
before. If we allow the government to require 
us to buy health care, they could require us to 
buy something else in the future. It takes away 
that individual freedom to determine what is 
best for you.”
The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals 
has declared the individual mandate unconsti-
tutional. The United States District Court for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania stated in 
its Sept. 13 ruling that the individual mandate 
should be stricken from the law. However, the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has upheld the 
Affordable Care Act as constitutional.
Because some courts have declared the act 
to be unconstitutional, the Obama administra-
tion must appeal or those decisions will be up-
held. Professor of History Marc Clauson, who 
has a doctorate in law, thinks the individual 
mandate will be the part of the act affected if 
the Supreme Court decides against it.
“The Supreme Court will eventually get 
this case — it’s just a matter of when,” Clau-
son said. “If it’s declared unconstitutional, it 
will be the mandate, the requirement to buy 
insurance. The rest of the bill will be left in-
tact. However, cutting out the mandate is like 
taking the brain out. That’s what makes every-
thing else go. Rip that out, and the rest falls 
apart.”
The Affordable Care Act has other contro-
versial sections besides the individual man-
date. One concern of many conservatives is the 
use of taxpayer money to fund abortions.
“The convoluted nature of the bill allows 
administrative discretion to be used by bu-
reaucratic officials to grant money for abor-
tions on a blanket basis,” Clauson said. “The 
bottom line is, even though Obama signed an 
executive order saying that this would not be 
the case, the executive order holds no weight 
when it comes to the operations of the bill. The 
end result is money granted for abortions. This 
is a real concern for Christians.”
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D.C. Semester Students Face Irene
Rachel Steetle, a Cedarville stu-dent studying in Washington, D.C. said, “From the calmness of 
the day before Hurricane Irene hit, one 
would never know what the next would 
bring.” Such calm followed by tumult 
was not only the case for Hurricane 
Irene but for many other recent natural 
disasters as well.
Steetle and Britney Howland are 
part of the group participating in Ce-
darville’s D.C. Semester this fall, and 
they both experienced Hurricane Irene 
coming through the nation’s capital. 
When the storm hit, Howland and 
some other girls from Cedarville were 
walking around trying to find a place to 
eat. Howland said they witnessed “tree 
limbs falling into the middle of the road 
and the police running everywhere.”
Howland also made an observation 
about how the storm affected Washing-
ton.
“The great city of Washington, D.C. 
felt like a ghost town. All the restaurants 
were closed,” she said.
Steetle said the wind was the worst 
part of the storm. It woke her up at 2 in 
the morning. 
“I thought the windows were go-
ing to break out. I was terrified because 
I was sleeping close to the window,” she said.
Hurricane Irene began as a tropical storm 
on Aug. 20, but it quickly escalated into a full-
blown hurricane that caused high amounts of 
destruction along the East Coast. It hit land 
in Puerto Rico and then continued to gain in 
strength and intensity, working its way up to a 
Category 3 hurricane before making its second 
landfall in the Carolinas.
It ravaged the entire coast from the Caro-
linas all the way up to Maine. Evacuations were 
ordered in many areas. New York City com-
pletely shut down, and in Washington, D.C. 
the Metro and Amtrak services were cancelled 
for three days. The destruction left in the hur-
ricane’s wake was widespread, as coastal areas 
suffered extensive flood damage and the out-
break of tornadoes added to the property dam-
age. Damage estimates from the storm range 
around $10 billion.
iStockphoto.com
Floodwaters from Tropical Storm Lee rise beneath the Harvey Taylor Bridge in Harrisburg, Pa., in September.
by Hayley Johnson
East Coast Earthquake
Along with Hurricane Irene, the East Coast was hit by an earth-
quake on Aug. 23, which is being categorized as the strongest tremor 
to hit the area in 67 years. The 5.8-magnitude quake rattled through 
the eastern third of the U.S., from New England to the Carolinas. Its 
epicenter was Mineral, Va., which is just outside of Charlottesville and 
not too far from Washington, D.C.
The earthquake disrupted the bustling workday, as the White 
House, the Smithsonian museums and other key buildings were evac-
uated. Apartment buildings were destroyed, and landmarks such as 
the Washington National Cathedral and Washington Monument suf-
fered minor damage. The Washington National Cathedral had three 
capstones fall from the spires.
Tropical Storm Lee
Tropical Storm Lee originated as a weak tropical wave 
in the Caribbean but then became greater in strength as it 
headed towards the Gulf of Mexico. The wave was upgraded 
to a depression and then a storm, as it continued to pick up 
speed and intensity before crashing into Louisiana and ham-
mering the East Coast. 
Side effects of this storm were especially high in areas 
such as southern Mississippi and Alabama where the storm 
produced spinoff tornadoes that destroyed houses and 
knocked out the power. Pennsylvania and New York were hit 
by heavy amounts of rain, which caused immense amounts 
of flooding as water levels rose above levees. 
Earthquake in the Himalayas
Other areas of the world are suffering from natural disasters as 
well. An 6.9-magnitude earthquake struck the Himalayan region of 
India and Nepal on Sept. 18. 
The strength of the quake triggered landslides, damaged build-
ings and took the lives of around 50 people in India’s Sikkim Prov-
ince, which was the epicenter of the quake. More were killed in other 
areas. 
It was difficult for authorities to assess the amount of damage 
since many of the people who live in Sikkim are in remote areas. 
The immediately visible damage was the two roads of the national 
highway that had buckled and the hilly areas that were destroyed by 
mudslides.
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Sitting Down With AD Geist
Cedarville in Process of Joining New Conference
by Jesse Silk
As Cedarville’s athletic teams switch divi-sions from the NAIA to NCAA Division II, Athletic Director Alan Geist and his 
staff are seeking to find a conference for the 
Yellow Jackets. While the process has been 
demanding and stressful, Geist said he has 
seen God act in the move and has faith in Him 
for the journey ahead. Below is an interview 
with Geist in which he addresses the search 
for a conference, how the Yellow Jackets logo 
change happened and what it takes to be an 
athletic director at the collegiate level.
Q: Since becoming Cedarville Uni-
versity’s Athletic Director in 2008, what 
has been your favorite part of the job?
Geist: Very honestly, I enjoy the job 
very much. I had been having discussion with 
people here about this job for 15 years before 
I took it. It’s something that I’ve really wanted 
to be a part of, and the Lord prepared me for it. 
I enjoy every aspect of it; honestly sometimes I 
enjoy it too much. I like being here, and I very 
much enjoy the day-to- day responsibilities. 
We’re so involved with the NCAA. We’re 
involved with what we hope is our new con-
ference, we got a new logo two years ago, but 
probably the thing I’ve enjoyed the most is 
getting to know our staff and being able to 
build our staff. We’ve added a lot of people, 
and those that we didn’t add that were already 
here - the growth in them and the growth 
they’ve allowed me to have just by knowing 
them and working with them - if you don’t 
have that in a leadership position, I’m not 
sure how you could go on. I have a lot of other 
things that I do, but I can’t forget that. That’s 
probably the most important part: seeing how 
the Lord has helped us all to grow together 
and know each other.
Q: Was the change in logo dur-
ing your first year your idea and deci-
sion, or did a group decide to make the 
switch?
Geist: That had been the idea of the for-
mer A.D. and Chad Jackson and others in Cre-
ative Services, but it had been tabled for about 
a year and put on the backburner. When I took 
the position I said, “We’re going to figure this 
thing out.” So I reinstituted it, and it wasn’t 
as easy as I thought it was going to be; it took 
some time, but it’s been a neat thing. Our 
freshman and sophomores now think that’s 
the way it’s always been.
Q: How do you think your past ex-
perience as an athletic director in high 
school and other colleges has prepared 
you for this job at Cedarville?
Geist: The stress level of the job, the 
highs and lows and some of the things that 
we’re dealing with right now - I can’t imagine 
being a part of if I hadn’t gone through some 
of the things the Lord’s allowed me to be part 
of over the last 20 to 25 
years. I graduated from 
Cedarville in 1983, and 
there were various times 
in there that I thought 
I was ready to be an AD 
at the college level. I did 
take an AD position in 
a school in Iowa back in 
1996. I had been an as-
sistant AD at the NAIA 
level for four years at that 
point, and I thought I was ready. I was ready 
at a certain level, but the Lord had so much 
more to teach me, including me getting a PhD. 
from Ohio State.
There’s no doubt in my mind that the 
Lord had this in mind for me as He put me 
through experiences over the last 20 years. 
Q: How is the process of moving 
into NCAA Division II going? Will the 
transition be over after this season?
Geist: We are in year three; the first two 
years were candidacy year one and candidacy 
year two. This is the provisional year - year 
three. We are members of the NCAA, but 
we are not full members of the NCAA. That, 
Lord willing, will come next summer. We’ve 
got a big meeting coming in early November 
when the NCAA comes here and looks at some 
things with our clients and so forth. We’ve 
got a ways to go, but we’re on pace. We feel 
that we’ve done it and we’ve done it well, and 
we can only give the glory to God for that. As 
I’ve told others just recently actually, there’s 
been a lot of decisions that we’ve had to make, 
and when they were made, they ended up be-
ing something that the NCAA very much ap-
preciated, and the only reason we made that 
decision was because the Lord led us that way. 
There was no other reason; it was just logical-
ly what we thought God would want us to do. 
Throughout this whole move, I can see God’s 
hand in it. 
Q: Is Cedarville in the process of 
trying to find a conference right now, 
and if so, where do things stand? Do 
you feel that you’ve had to settle at all 
during this process?
Geist: We have six institutions involved; 
four of them I can share: Notre Dame College, 
Ursuline, Urbana and Central State. There’s 
another school that is very seriously consid-
ering us - that’s the best we can say until the 
board approves. We’ve had a lot of conversa-
tion with others, and there’s been a lot of in-
terest. It’s just trying to figure out what the 
Lord wants us to do so that 8 to 10 years from 
now we look back on it and are content and 
happy with where we are, because the deci-
sions we are making today are going to affect 
us for a long, long time. 
It’s not the direction we would have 
chosen three years ago when we were doing 
this, because we thought we had some other 
options, but I think it’s going in the right di-
rection. We’ve got to do what’s right for Ce-
darville, and we’ve got to do what’s right for 
the Lord in certain circumstances as they are 
presented before us.
Q: Which of the NAIA schools that 
are currently in Cedarville’s conference 
will we likely see again in the future?
Geist: Our NAIA conference last year in-
cluded Notre Dame [College] and Ursuline, 
and there’s others from our NAIA conference 
that have chosen to stay NAIA. There’s others 
that have chosen to go to Division II, and they 
are looking for other conference affiliations. 
In some respects, our schedules could change 
a lot, but in some respects, you’ll still see some 
of the same names on there. 
Q: What are you most looking for-
ward to about the upcoming changes 
for Cedarville athletics?
Geist: I think that the NCAA offers us an 
opportunity; there’s a perceived value there. 
The NAIA has been very good to Cedarville. 
We’ve had a lot of friends there, and we’ve had 
many of our coaches in the past and even now 
that were NAIA Hall of Famers; the NAIA was 
great. But at this point, we believe the Lord 
has led us to the NCAA. There is a perceived 
value there that the NAIA doesn’t have. I am 
excited about what the NCAA has to offer our 
student-athletes.
I’m looking forward to looking to being 
able to see what the NCAA can do for us and 
what we can do for the NCAA. We are develop-
ing a whole new reputation. We had a great 
reputation at the NAIA level and people knew 
us as a strong Christian institution. It’s a chal-
lenge for us now to make sure that happens 
at the NCAA. Our students, our coaches and 
our staff - we are working on sharing the Lord 
with people in a brand new mission field. That 
is scary and exciting, but I believe that’s why 
God has led us to this position.
Alan Geist
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What’s With the UDI?
Palestinian Authority not have basis for pursuing statehood based on current status.
by Meredith Moline
Rather than negotiate with Israel, Pales-tinian leaders declared their intention to pursue statehood through a Uni-
lateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) at 
a meeting of the United Nations. Such an at-
tempt, the third of its kind, the first being in 
1948 and the second being in 1988, hinders 
peace, violates numerous 
Palestinian agreements 
with Israel, which were 
mediated and witnessed 
by the United States, and 
does not represent a uni-
fied Palestinian consen-
sus.  
The UDI is not sup-
ported by all Palestin-
ians. The advocates of 
the declaration are the Fatah leaders in the 
West Bank, while the leaders of the Gaza Strip, 
Hamas, are opposed to the UDI.
Hamas is a terrorist organization, which is 
sworn to the destruction of Israel. Hamas op-
poses the UDI because it sees it as an attempt 
to make negotiations with Israel, which Hamas 
refuses to do. Hamas holds firm to its belief 
that resistance and all forms of popular and 
political struggles are the best way to “liberate” 
their land.
Despite recent attempts to reconcile their 
differences, the Fatah and Hamas have not 
been able to see eye-to-eye. They remain ene-
mies, demonstrating their inefficiency to serve 
as an effective government if a Palestinian 
statehood would be established in the future.  
Secondly, even if Fatah and Hamas were 
to reconcile and pledge to rule together, it 
would not alter the simple fact that U.N. ap-
proval of the UDI cannot grant statehood. It 
can only grant membership to the U.N.  
Under international law there are specific 
requirements for political entities seeking to 
become a state, which are listed in Article 1 of 
the 1933 Montevideo Convention. These in-
clude a) a permanent population; b) a defined 
territory; c) effective government control; and 
d) legal capacity to enter into relations with the 
other states.
The Palestinian Authority does not meet 
even one of these requirements and is there-
fore not in position to become a state.  
In addition to the division of leadership 
between the terrorist Hamas leaders and the 
Fatah leaders, Palestinian legislature has not 
met since 2007. Elections have been repeated-
ly postponed while Mahmoud Abbas is serving 
his 81st month of the supposedly 40-month 
term in office as president of the Palestinian 
Authority.
In regards to territory, while Gaza’s bor-
ders are defined, West Bank is legally consid-
ered a disputed area of land, meaning that the 
Palestinian Authority still lacks the defined 
borders in which to found a state.  
There have been many hindrances in the 
attempts to negotiate borders with Israel as 
well. For example, Palestinians still refuse to 
recognize Israel as a Jewish state and have re-
jected all of Israel’s border proposals. 
By simply pursuing the UDI, the cur-
rent Palestinian leadership has demonstrated 
its inability to enter into relations with other 
states successfully. According to the Declara-
tion of Principles on Sept. 13, 1993, Palestinian 
leadership agreed that all major disputes with 
Israel would be settled through direct nego-
tiations, not through third parties.  The appeal 
for a UDI therefore violates the agreement that 
the Palestinians made with Israel.  
Yet Fatah has pursued the UDI, and 
Hamas still refuses to negotiate with Israel, 
preferring instead to call for its annihilation. 
Palestinians also agreed to the Interim agree-
ment, which repeated the establishment that 
Palestinians and Israelis would negotiate and 
refrain from unilateral actions. The United 
States, the Russian Federation, Egypt and the 
European Union were all witnesses.  
As in the recent words of Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, “Unilateral efforts at the 
United Nations are not helpful and undermine 
trust.”  As a result of these actions, the worth of 
future Palestinian commitments is called into 
question. How can Palestinian leadership call 
for statehood and United Nations recognition 
if they cannot fulfill their previous U.N.-sanc-
tioned promises?
President Obama has registered his oppo-
sition to the UDI, saying, “A negotiated solu-
tion is the only responsible path. The UDI is 
dangerous and is opposed by Steven Harper, 
the Canadian Prime Minister, the Secretary 
General of the Arab League and even the 
Hamas leadership, each of whom have re-
ferred to the proposal as a “shame.” 
Palestinian leadership has proven that 
they are unable to meet the legal and interna-
tionally recognized requirements of statehood 
while their appeal for a UDI and refusals to 
negotiate with Israel demonstrate their un-
faithfulness to previous agreements. Only by 
participating in negotiations in good faith can 
Palestinians finally address these issues and 
achieve statehood and peace with Israel.  
Meredith Moline is a Fellow for the Com-
mittee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting 
in America
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Some habits die hard — especially those we don’t even know are there.Case in point: As an illustration for a recent 
chapel message, Dr. Brown showed a series of ads circa 
the 1950s and 60s to illustrate how popular opinion 
has changed. And boy, can women be glad it’s 2011.
Apparently, a lot of what passed for good market-
ing in those days is, by today’s standards, rather rankly 
sexist. Ads touting everything from coffee to applianc-
es clearly broadcasted that a woman’s place was the 
kitchen, with some examples even winking at domestic 
abuse. Students of both sexes responded to the sheer 
absurdity of these ads with laughter, and some even clapped.
But then the slides changed, and so did the reaction. Ads featuring ste-
reotypical and offensive depictions of minorities were met with a unanimous 
response — silence. Students seemed to understand that some things demand 
seriousness. Racism is one of them.
But, wait a minute … sexism isn’t?
Granted, it’s an admittedly facile conclusion to draw, and it’s impossible 
to analyze such a complex issue based on a 10-second audience response. But 
on further thought, it seems that similar scenarios play out in everyday life. 
Few women (and certainly fewer men) would seriously object to the sort of 
“make me a sandwich” jokes that are playfully thrown around in casual con-
versations. But when it comes to the flippant treatment of racial issues, watch 
out.
A number of factors could underlie this. Perhaps it’s because the bitter 
fruits of sexism are not as visible or violent as those of racism. Perhaps it’s 
because racially motivated genocide continues throughout the world while we 
citizens of the 21st century often see gender equality as not even our mothers’ 
struggle, but our grandmothers’ fight.
But I would posit another factor: simple confusion. In this day and age, 
gender issues carry an ambiguity that is absent in arguments about race. 
And, surprising though it may be, the problem seems exacerbated among the 
church.
Here in post-Civil-Rights-Era America, the overwhelming majority don’t 
have to think twice on questions of race: the condescension and outright cru-
elty of our not-distant-enough past rightfully — and almost uniformly — in-
spires discomfort and embarrassment. But gender issues remain an enigma, 
particularly for Christians. Two people holding the exact same ideas on the 
topic are impossible to find, even at Cedarville. So much of what people think 
about gender roles lies in spiritual “gray areas.” We’re rarely pressed to ex-
amine to what degree our opinions are based on biblical truth and how much 
flows from ingrained tradition alone.
And so, just as the church has in the past retained extremely lamentable 
ties to the racial status quo, open-minded discussion of gender roles has faced 
the same obstacles. And then there’s the inescapable fact that many Christians 
— women as well as men — tend to associate the discussion of gender roles 
with feminism, that great enemy of God’s plan for marriage and family. Add to 
all this a list of excessively loaded terms that are unique to the faith — comple-
mentarianism, egalitarianism, helper, submission — and you’ve got a problem 
so complex it’s a wonder it isn’t discussed more.
And that’s most of the problem. Because the only thing worse than deal-
ing too lightly with an important issue is not dealing with it at all. The Chris-
tian community is long overdue for a reexamination of its views on God’s in-
tentions for men and women, or we may find ourselves — much as we did in 
years past with racial issues — rightfully accused of standing in the way.
This is not to say that every sexist joke should inspire righteous indigna-
tion. The fact that we can laugh at the past often serves as an indication of 
progress — that the stinging reality of those ads has mostly gone out. But the 
sting won’t be removed until we’ve stopped laughing and started talking.
When I was in junior high, I wandered into my Chris-tian school’s library look-
ing for a book to read. The librarian 
found me aimlessly perusing the 
titles and promptly referred me to 
the Christian fiction section. 
What I found there was dis-
heartening — series after series of 
loosely historical, pseudo-Chris-
tian watered down romance novels 
(most of which had something to 
do with scandalous Amish affairs). 
Why are there so many books like these in Christian 
bookstores? Because women will buy them and read them. 
It’s no secret that women are wired to love romance. And 
there is nothing intrinsically wrong with that because that 
is how God created them. But often times wired turns into 
obsessed, and authors, even “Christian” authors, know 
how to play off that obsession to sell books.
What’s worse was that the books written for women 
in the Christian nonfiction section weren’t much better. 
Almost every Christian bookstore will betray this fact. 
The sections of books about dating, romance, beauty, love 
and “finding your knight in shining armor” are abundant. 
Some of these books are in fact helpful and informative, 
but they overwhelm the market. 
The women’s Christian literature genre lacks a com-
prehensive set of tools that women need to better under-
stand how to live a life for God. The genre is not holistic, 
but rather weighted down by books that cater to the fe-
male obsession with romance.
Part of the reason for this is that sometimes Chris-
tians subconsciously divide important character values 
into male and female categories. There are books on integ-
rity, leadership and discipline for men, but not for women.
Of course women can find books on these issues that 
are not gender specific, but it would be incredibly benefi-
cial to have literature that addressed these topics from a 
women’s point of view.
Most Christians would agree that extra-biblical sourc-
es are essential for understanding how to live biblically. 
The Bible should be the place believers turn to first, but of-
ten times they need perspective from another source who 
may better understand how to apply biblical principles.
But if girls are spending their formative years only 
consulting extra-Biblical texts on topics such as dating, 
romance and preparing to be a wife, there is a danger that 
they will grow up without a complete understanding of 
how to be a whole person. 
by Emily Severance
Women’s Books 
Are Too Focused 
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